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Worship With Us:  
 

 Saturday, May 5,  2018  

6:30pm, Spoken Communion 
 

Sundays:  
 

Worship, 9am;  

Sunday School 10:30am 

 

St. Markõs Lutheran Church 

5 Brooke Manor, Birdsboro, PA 19508 

Phone: 610-582-8167 | Fax:  610-404-0302 

secretary@stmarkbirdsboro.org 

www.stmarkbirdsboro.org 

 www.facebook.com/StMarksBirdsboro 
 

Pastor James T. Farnsworth  

pastorjimsmlc@gmail.com   

St. Markõs Mission Statement: 
As a family of Godõs people,  

our mission is: 

 to CELEBRATE  Christ,  

to HEAR  His Word,  

to GROW in faith,  

to REACH OUT  

to all with His love. 

 

THE PRAYER LIST needs 

your help to stay updated. 

Please let Pastor Jim or the of-

fice at 610-582-8167  or secre-

tary@stmarkbirdsboro.org 

know of any corrections, addi-

tion, or deletions. 
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PASTORõS MESSAGE 

We heard the Gospel of John in which Christ talks about being the 

vine and that we are his branches.  He goes on to talk about how 

God tends to and prunes his branches so they stay healthy and pro-

duce an abundance of fruit.  But we also heard how Christ cuts off 

the dead branches and throws them into the fire so that the rest of 

the vine does not suffer from their presence - that they don't suck 

the life out of the rest of the vine.  If you have a garden or fruit trees, 

you are probably doing this yourself right now. 

 

This made me think of the good fruit that St. Mark's is providing to 

our community and around the world.  God has actively tended to St. 

Mark's - pruning away branches when necessary,  Sometimes, it may 

have seemed that he was pruning away too much.  But all that pruning 

and tending and caring has made St. Mark's what it is today - a 

healthy, growing vine which is providing so much good fruit for our 

neighbors and seems to be providing more and more good fruit every 

day.   

 

What I find amazing is that St. Mark's is growing new branches every 

day as well.  New branches through our relationships with other 

churches, community groups, scout groups and schools.  We are al-

lowing new branches to sprout and grow and become strong in their 

service to God and our neighbors.  At our Earth Day event, we had 

scouts come to help plant trees and build gardens - Girl Scouts 

showed up who don't even meet at our church - but they came here 

to help because they heard of the good things we are doing.  We are 

helping them to become strong branches on Christ's vine. 

 

The Pre-School just approached me this week because they want to 

become involved in our community garden for the food pantry.  Not 

only do they want to help care for it, weed it, and water the plants; 

but, they also want to donate money to help build a second garden so 

we can do more, so more people can benefit from our labor, more 

people can taste the sweetness of the fresh produce we will 

grow.  We are sprouting new branches on Christ's vine through our 

relationships with others - through those preschool children who 

want to get dirty and lend a hand.  Those branches will grow strong 

and with our care will bear good fruit for God's creation and God's 
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children.  

 

We all need to look at our own lives and see what pruning we need 

to do ourselves.  What is distracting us from our relationship with 

Christ?  What is preventing us from producing good fruit?  What is 

sucking the life out of us?  Some cuts are painful; but, necessary to 

grow and be healthy.  Talk with God.  Get his advice.  Allow him to 

help with the pruning so that you can grow, be healthy and produce 

those good fruits in life.  

Pastor Jim 

 

 

National Day of Prayer :   

Please join us on Thursday May 3rd at Noon at the Borough Hall 

Clock Tower for a moment of prayer.  We will gather with other 

members of the community to pray for our community, our nation 

and the world.  We will pray for the hungry, the lonely and the 

homeless.  We will pray for our community and national leaders and 

we will pray for peace in our troubled world.  Please take a few 

minutes our of your day if you are able and join us. 

Pet Blessing: 

St. Mark's will be hosting a Pet Blessing Service on Friday, June 22nd 

at 7:00 PM by the fire pit.  In the event of rain, the blessing will be 

held in Fellowship Hall.  Special Music for the service will be provided 

by Dave Kline. Please join us with your dogs, cats, rats, snakes, frogs 

chickens, goats, horses or whatever furry creature you call a 

friend.  All pets should be on leashes or in cages and should not want 

to bite the Pastor or other pets.  All snakes, tarantulas or other ani-

mals that creep the pastor out should remain in their cages.  You may 

bring photos of your pets as well.  

Bible Study Group: 

Wednesday, we meet at Encore Senior Center at 11 AM. 

The group gathers to read, study and discuss the Gospel reading for 

the coming Sunday.  The big question for each week will be, òwhat 

does this Gospel mean to me, today?ó  Bring your favorite bible with 

you or use one from the parlor.  Snacks and refreshments will be 

provided each week. 
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Thank You Notes:  

Thank you and St Marks for helping out with the butter braids 

fundraiser. We never thought we would be waiting down in 

Florida this long. We are grateful for your support. 

The John Maicher Family  

 

We would like to express our appreciation to you all for your 

thoughts, prayers, cards, flowers, and gifts! Our family is very 

thankful for your support through this difficult time. 

Richard Delp & the Delp Family 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased Butter Braids to sup-

port the John Maicher Medical Fund.  St Markõs contributed al-

most $300 to the cause!  Keep praying for John and his parents 

in this ordeal. 
Thanks, Kristina Flanagan 

 

Just want to send a thank you to all who have sent me cards 

over the past holidays.  I sometimes get caught up in things and 

forget to thank you.  I always appreciate hearing from anyone 

and appreciate those who take the time to remember me. 

Blessings, Mary Minotto 

 

Thank you to all who helped on Earth Day!  We planted seven 

new trees on the campus, planted flowers by the digital sign and 

in the island, cleaned up the driveway island and built and plant-

ed our first garden bed.  We have onions, radishes, red beets, 

carrots, broccoli, cabbage and lettuce growing.  Thank you to 

Monty's Mulch of Birdsboro for donating the soil for the garden 

and Spring Garden Nursery for donating the plants. 
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        Thank you to those who gave in Memorial                    

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Nancy Moyer 

Glen Hart    Barry & Della Drey 

To the Memorial Fund in memory of Shirley Delp 

Barry & Della DreyCharlotte Swoyer 

To the Memorial Fund in memory Delton & Dorothy Johnson 

Barry & Della Drey 

To the Air Conditioning Fund in memory of Nancy Moyer 

Marsha Springel   Mary Kilareski 

To the Air Conditioning Fund in memory of Shirley Delp 

Marsha Springel    Chazz & Chris Lyon 

Margaret Rubendall      Mary Kilareski 

To the Air Conditioning Fund in honor of Elmer & Betty Gates 

Jodi Key 

The purchase of the Dogwood trees for the Memorial Garden 

in memory of Virginia Reitz 

The Reitz Family 

Memorial Day Parade 

We will be participating in the Birdsboro Memorial Day Parade 

on May 28.  We welcome volunteers to walk with us. Vacation 

Church School flyers and candy will be handed out along the 

route.  If you canõt walk with us, how about donating a bag of 

candy to distribute? Please bring it  to church by Sunday, May 

27. 
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Katie Lutherõs Bread and Wine Club (B & W) 

The next meeting will be at Coventry Parlor, 635 Laurelwood 

Road, Pottstown  on May 19  at 10 AM.  For more information, 

please call the office at 610-582-8167. 

             

Bier Brats and Bible Klub (BB&B) 

The next meeting will be Thursday, 

May 17,          at 7 PM   Location to be 

determined For more information, 

please contact Pastor Jim. 

Attention Knitters and Crocheters:  

Knitting Group will meet on Wednes-

day, May 23 at 7:00PM.  No experience needed. Crocheters wel-

come.  For more information please contact Mary Kilareski at 

610-582-4377. 

Great News 

Michaelõs Restaurant on Route 422 in Douglassville will give us a 

percentage of your bill.  When it is time to pay just tell the cash-

ier you are a member of St Markõs in Birdsboro.  What a world, 

you enjoy your meal and help St Markõs at the same time.     

Save the Date: 

The inaugural St Markõs Lutheran Church Picnic will be held on 

Sunday, June 17 at the Rustic Picnic Area.  Details to follow.    

Ride Share 

We have a member who is in need of a ride to Church. She 

does have a ride home. She lives on Rock Hollow Road.  If you 

are willing to help out please give the office a call at 610 582 

8167 or email secretary@stmarkbirdsboro.org.  

Pancake Breakfast             

Please join our Youth for a Pancake Breakfast on Motherõs Day 

Sunday immediately following service. The breakfast will be held 

in Myers Hall. All are invited to join us for all-you-can-eat pan-

cakes and sausage. A free will donation will be accepted to help 

local mothers in crisis through Safe Berks (formally known as 

Berks Women in Crisis).   
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Catch the Spirit Committee : 

There is a committee to work on this year's Catch the Spirit 

Celebration - which will be Sunday, September 9, 2018.  We are 

looking to expand the celebration to include a musical perfor-

mance as always but also have games and activities for youth, 

food, beverages, and carnival-type treats, involve our various 

groups in tables or stands (Youth Group, Outreach, Soup 

Group, BBB, Bread and Wine, etc).  Bar-B-Q chickens for 

sale.   We are looking for individuals to become a part of this 

planning committee.  The next meeting will be Thursday, May 

3rd at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  Please Join us.     

             

St. Markõs Provides Community Meal on May 8 

We can again help our neighbors by providing the Community 

Meal at the Birdsboro/ Union Fire Company on Tuesday, May 8. 

The Meal begins at 6:00PM and is over at approximately 7PM.  

Please consider volunteering to help cook, serve and/or clean 

up.  Our menu will be meatloaf, macaroni and cheese, rolls, 

stewed tomatoes, salad, applesauce, drinks and cupcakes.  We 

will be serving about 130 people.  Please contact Mary Kilareski, 

610-582-4377or mekilar@hotmail.com if you can help in any 

way.  Folks unable to cook or serve please consider a monetary 

donation to help pay for the paper products. 

Thank you,  Mary Kilareski 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

¶ We are 95 per cent higher in giving at this time than last 

year. 

¶ At the end of February we were in the black 

¶ Mary Kilareski announced that we have the Community din-

ner on May 8. 
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Mowers Needed:  

The Property Committee is in need of volunteers to mow the 

grass, trim bushes, pick up debris and other tasks around the 

property.  If you can help out, please see Charlie Rubendall.  

Help Make the Climb:   

The Capital Campaign to fix and repair the worn out cooling 

and heating units  is climbing.  The challenge is great but 

we are doing it !   The more we are able to give, the less we 

will need to finance. To date donations total $13,162.50. 

Thank you so much. May 1 is the deadline for giving.  We only 

have a couple of more weeks for our down payment.  If you are 

using your own envelope please write air conditioning, your 

church envelope number and your name on the front. Watch 

the bulletin board for the progress.  Together we can make 

the climb.  

Joyful Noise: 

The project for April will be Hug a Horse, a nonprofit located in 

Birdsboro on Route 724.  This group provides equine therapy 

for special needs children. To date we have collected $179.40. 

Next month, the project will be Veteranõs Making a Difference. 

Lenten Self Denial 

We are happy to say we collected enough for the scholarships 

for the 2 girls in Tanzania.  This is a 4 year project.  We have 

enough left over to send one of the girls next year.  

Spaghetti Dinner Fund Raiser 

On Saturday May 5, the Youth Group & the Outreach Commit-

tee is having a Spaghetti Dinner to benefit the Capital Campaign 

for Air Conditioning. Volunteers are needed for help in the 

kitchen and to serve our guests.  Please see the signup sheet in 

the narthex. The more hands to help, the easier the work and it 

all benefits the new A/C for the church! 
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4 Carol Gentile   16    Diane Colby 

8  Alana Day   17      Geoffrey Gray 

8 Kerry Wheatley  23     Gloria Boettcher 

9         Brielle Rosella   24     Thomas Mounce 

9  Charles Rubendall  25     Ethan Aguiar 

10  Sandra Maicher  26     Mitchell AuKamp 

11  Kathryn Pennypacker  26     Margie Bower 

13  Michele Bauer   27     Joshua Bauer 

14  Kathleen Rieger  30     Marsha Springel 

15  Michael Dauber  31     Kiara Fox  

16      Chelsea Houck  31     Todd Schoedler 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday!  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Mark your calendar.  This year VBS is scheduled for June 24 

thru June 28.  Daily the hours will be 6 PM to 8:30 PM with a 

light supper and snacks.  Once again we have invited St Paulõs 

UCC to join us. Vacation Bible School is collecting empty paper 

towel and wrapping paper rolls to use for making stalagmites 

and stalactites for our cave theme. There will be a box in the 

narthex to drop them off. Thanks for your help!   

The last Sunday School session for the summer will be on June 

9, 2018. 

 Carol Seidel,   Sunday School Superintendent 

Garden Group: 

St. Mark's will be joining forces with St. Paul's UCC and St. 

Gabe's Episcopal to support the Love Inc Food Pantry by provid-

ing fresh produce to the pantry throughout the summer.  We 

are building raised bed gardens behind the garages and planting 

them with donated vegetable plants and seeds.  We are also 

partnering with the Pre-school and other community groups to 

help tend to the gardens.  Can you help?  Can you stop by the 

garden to see what needs to be watered, weeded or tend-

ed?  This is a great way we can help provide fresh, healthy food 

for our neighbors in need. 

  

Do you plant a garden at home?  Would you consider planting a 

few extra plants for your neighbors?  Once picking season starts, 

we will have a harvest table set up in the narthex.  Please bring 
your extra veggies in and place them on the table.  We will take 

them down to the food pantry or get them to someone in need. 
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Prayer Line : :  Jane Altmann, Brian Boettcher, Gloria 

Boettcher, Clara Carter, Alice Dengler, Debbie Favinger, Grace 

Fox, C. Dan Fullmer, Dave Johnson, Barbara & Tom Kupp,  John 

& the Maicher Family, Eileen Mounce,  Ralph Murray, Christy 

Petitjean, Harold òOakieó Prince, Robert Reitz & Dale Tobolski.  

Relatives & Friends:  Frank Arters, Ryan Baer, Jena Bateman, 

Colton Bowen, Judith Bowen, Dana Bux, Nicole De Cerio, Andy 

Demello, Joanne Ellingsworth, James Favinger, Glenn Gates,  

Evan Gehman, Mary Geiger, Ralph (Skip) Geltz, Ken Gorski, Ja-

mie Hamm, Carol Himmelreich, Rachel Hohl, Roseann Kennedy, 

Deanne LaBella, Steve Mammarella, Michael Mosera,  Susan 

Sayles, Donnie Schaeffer, Sandra Seibold, Carol Sholl, Mary 

Smith, Earl Suchomelly, Tyler Szablowski,  Robert Taney, Philip 

Wilcox, and Danielle Yohn. Members to Remember:  Ethel 
Angstadt, Luther Benson, Leonard Bitler, Clara Carter,  Joyce 

Cooper, Barbara Druce, Joann Ellingsworth, Dan & Joanne 

Fullmer, Marie Geyer, Mary Godfrey, Bruce & Mary Hoffman,  

Barbara Jacoby, Myrtle Krapf, Ruth Krause, Tom & Barbara 

Kupp, Gloria Lutz, Al Maicher Family. Janet Marino, Audrey Min-

nich, Mary Minotto, Edith Moyer, Elisabeth Murray, Harvey Paint-

er, Kathryn Pennypacker, Val & Ookie Prince, Rhoda Pyle, Rob-

ert Reitz, Carol Rimby, Kathy Romig, Hugh Swoyer Jr., Grace 

Weiler, & Kenneth Wier 

Members, Friends & Relatives, Serving in the Armed 

Forces: Jason Church, Col. Brandt, Shannon Deck & family,  

David Cyphers, Lt. Col. Douglass Downey, Jacob Drumheller, 

and Michael Erb. 

PRAYER LINE GUIDELINES  

1. Prayer Line names are kept on the Prayer Line until they are      

 asked to be taken off.  

2. Please be certain you have permission for the  

 personõs name to be on our Prayer Line. 

     Legal privacy issues require permission be granted. 

      list, simply contact the church office. 

ST .  M ARKõS  

JANUARY  

PRAYER  L INE  
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A Prayer for our children and grandchildren:  

 

Lord, I am so glad that you know each of our children and 
grandchildren by name. Thank you for protecting them 
all today. Lord would you please turn their minds and 
hearts toward you and be pleasing to you.  Amen. 

 

God could not be everywhere so he created Mothers  

Happy Motherõs Day 

 

Memorial Day Prayer  

 

They served and fought and died so that we might be safe 
and free. Grant them, O Lord, eternal peace and give 
them victory! Amen. 

 

Wishing you and yours a safe, peaceful, and happy 
Memorial Day  

St. Markõs Lutheran Church                              
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MAY  

St. Markõs Lutheran Church                              

 

MAY  
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Birdsboro Street Fair 

The Birdsboro Street Fair is only a month away, on Saturday 

May 12.  Once again, the Outreach Committee will be helping 

children plant flowers and make cards for Motherõs Day.  Please 

consider helping us at our stand. The signup sheet is in the nar-

thex! Itõs such a joy to see the childrenõs faces light up as they 

plant flowers to honor their mother or the special lady in their 

livesõ. 

Great News                                                     

Michaelõs Restaurant on Route 422 in Douglassville will give us a 

percentage of your bill.  When it is time to pay just tell the 

cashier you are a member of St Markõs in Birdsboro.  What a 

world, you enjoy your meal and help St Markõs at the same 

time. 

Mutual Ministry Committee:  
The church has established a Mutual Ministry Committee to 

serve as a liaison between Pastor Jim and the congregation.  If 

you have any concerns or questions for the pastor but do not 

feel comfortable talking directly to the pastor, please contact a 

member of the committee.  Mutual Ministry Committee mem-

bers include:  Kathie Benson, Charles Rubendall, Kristi Lopuski 

and David Myers.   

Helpers 

I am sure you have noticed how much we have grown over the 

past months.  To keep up with this growth, we are in need of 

Assisting Ministers, Lectors, and Communion Assistants. If you 

would like more information or are interested please talk to 

Pastor Jim or call the office at 610-582-8167                        

Celebrate Recovery Birdsboro 

Save the Date, Starting June 1, 2018, Birdsboro Nazarene 

Church at 715 East Third Street, Birdsboro will be hosting Cel-

ebrate Recovery Birdsboro on Fridays from 7 to 9 PM.  For 

more information call 610-582-4700, dmcelebratesrecov-

ery@gmail.com or follow us on facebook 

St. Markõs Lutheran Church                              

 

Mission Trip Birdsboro 

On July 18th-21st, our congregation is partnering in the 5th an-

nual Mission Trip Birdsboro.  This is designed to assist home-

owners in the Birdsboro area.  If you or someone you know, 

could benefit from the handy work of caring, community volun-

teers, please complete the application at 

www.stpaulsbirdsboro.org/2018-applications-for-assitance.html 

or call St Paulõs UCC at 610 582 8461.  Applications are due 

by May 15, 2018.                                                                                       

                   

Common Ground Recovery:    

Common Ground Recovery Community is now available at St 

Gabrielõs Episcopal Church in Douglassville.  Please call Russ 

McClellan at 610-451-4966.  This group is dedicated to support-

ing individuals and families recovering from addiction, abuse, 

mental illness, loss and life.  

            

Recycling:    

Our cub Scout Pack is collecting aluminum cans as a fund rais-

er.  Please consider separating your aluminum cans at home and 

bringing them to church with you on Sundays.  A collection box 

for the cans is located at the back of the parking lot. 

           WELCOME TO ALL THE NEW MEMBERS 

 IN THE LAST YEAR 

MaryAnn, Nathan and Matthew Farnsworth 

Jackie and Steve Rittenhouse 

Marsha Springel 

Christine Lyon 

Stephanie Adam 

Josh Roshong 

Sally and Richard Sassaman 

Sally Cox 

Lois Richard 

Alicia and Gary Roshong 

Catharine Tarpley 

Jeffrey Aguiar 
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Church Leadership and Staff Directory : 

Rev. James T. Farnsworth , Pastor 

 

Members of Council : 

Ashley Care, President 

Kristi Lopuski, Vice President 

Marsha Springel, Secretary          Charlotte Swoyer 

Lauren Mounce       Sharon Dragovich 

Mary Kilareski        Charles Rubendall 

 

Staff: 

Marsha Springel, Secretary 

Craig Seidel, Sexton   

Gretchen Jameson-Wilcox, Treasurer 

Ben Modica, Organist 
 

Committee Chairpersons & Ministry Coordinators  

Altar Guild: Kristina Flanagan 

Birdsboro Food Pantry: Mary Kilareski 

Birdsboro Preschool Liaison: Carol Seidel 

Christian Education: Carol Seidel 

Home Communion: Della Drey, Stewart Hughes,  

                              Charlotte Swoyer 

Facebook Page Editor: Greg Smith 

Finance: Gretchen Jameson-Wilcox 

Meals from Warm Hearts: Judy Colvin 

Outreach & Congregational Life: Kristi Lopuski 

Prayer Partners: Della Drey 

Property: Randy Romig, Roy Feick, Mike Fletcher, Charlie     

   Rubendall 

Security Committee: Pastor Jim & Craig Seidel 

Worship & Music:  Kristina Flanagan,   

Youth Group: Kristina Flanagan, Eileen Mounce, Greg Smith 

 

Mailboxes are located in the coatroom for anyone who has written 

information for staff, chairpersons, or other leaders.  Emails may be 

sent to the church office and they will be forwarded to them. 


